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Profile 

Christian C. Voigt is head of the Department Evolutionary Ecology at the Leibniz Institute for Zoo and Wildlife 

Research (Leibniz-IZW) and currently Associate Professor at the Freie Universität Berlin. He received a Diploma 

and Doctoral degree at the University of Erlangen-Nuremberg. For his doctoral degree he worked on the 

energetics of nectar-feeding bats. His postdoc research at Boston University and Cornell University focused on 

the sociobiology and olfactory communication of bats. After returning to Germany, he became a senior research 

scientist at the Leibniz-IZW. In 2008, he received his Habilitation at the Humboldt University of Berlin. As of 2022, 

Christian’s academic work integrates across scales, bridging the cellular, the organismic and the landscape level. 

Accordingly, he uses a wide variety of methods ranging from behavioural observations to respirometry, stable 

isotopes, and spatial tracking. Nowadays, he is working mostly on questions related to the movement ecology 

and conservation of bats with a special focus on migratory bats, light pollution and wind energy production. 

Ultimately, he is interested in transforming human-wildlife conflicts into coexistence. Therefore, besides studying 

wildlife species he also seeks to better understand the human dimensions of conflicts. 

Academic Training 

2007 Habilitation in Zoology, Humboldt-Universität Berlin (HU Berlin) 

1998 Dr. rer. nat. in Zoology, Universität Erlangen-Nürnberg 

1993 Diploma in Biology, Universität Erlangen-Nürnberg 
 

Professional Experience  

2018-present Head of Department Evolutionary Ecology 

2006-present Head of stable isotope laboratory at Leibniz-IZW 

2001-present Research scientist at Leibniz-IZW 

1999-2000 Postdoc at Boston University and Cornell University, USA 

Cooperations with other Institutions and Consultancy in 
Committees (selected) 

Reviewer Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft, Alexander-von-Humboldt-Stiftung, National Science Foundation 
among others, scientific advisor for UNEP/EUROBATS, member of IUCN bat specialist group 

https://www.izw-berlin.de/en/christian-voigt-en.html


Editorial Activities 

Editorial board member Movement Ecology (2019-present), Oecologia (2012-present), Behavioral Ecology and 
Sociobiology (2011-2015), Journal of Mammalogy (2006-2011) 

Professional Services 

Head of Department Evolutionary Ecology (Leibniz-IZW, since 2018), external member of faculty Humboldt 
Universität Berlin (2007-2009), external member of faculty Freie Universität Berlin (2009-present) 

Honours, Awards, Nominations, Special Appointments 
(selected)  

Promotionsstipendium der Studienstiftung des Deutschen Volkes, NATO Postdoc-Fellowship for the USA, Gerrit 
Miller Jr award for outstanding service and contributions to bat research, SpringerNature editorial service 
award 

Funding Activities (selected, last 5 years) 

BMBF “Videt: den Forschungsprozess vermitteln – ein videobasiertes Transferinstrument für Schülerinnen und 
Schüler (3.3 Mio €; Anteil 418.069 €), Deutsche Bundesstiftung Umwelt „Ökolögisch nachhaltige 
Windenergieproduktion im Wald (190.540 €), DFG (Research training group Biomove (P05, 343.000 €), 
Deutsche Bundesstiftung Umwelt „Identifikation von Fledermausattraktoren an Windkraftanlagen“ 338.800 €). 
Leibniz SAW competitive funds „Fuel selection in migratroy bats“ (487.400 €) 
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