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Profile

Valeria is a behavioural ecologist interested in understanding how individual behavioural and cognitive traits help
animals cope with environmental challenges in the context of current human-induced rapid environmental
changes. She obtained her PhD at the University of Florence, Italy, with a dissertation examining the link between
individual differences in cognition, behaviour and physiology. Her post-doctoral work at the University of
Potsdam addressed the role of among-individual variation in behaviour in adjusting to urbanisation. Since 2020,
Valeria is the Research Associate in the Animal Ecology Group at UP, and her current projects integrate her
cognitive ecology background with her interest and experience in the study of behavioural responses to novel
environments. Her research focuses on the role within-specie variation in cognition and innovative problem-
solving in mediating the successful establishment and permanence in human-altered and/or non-native
environments in several mammal species.

Education

2018 PhD in Biology, University of Florence, Italy
2009 MSc in Biology, University of Turin, Italy
2007 BSc in Biology, University of Turin, Italy

Professional Experience

Since 2020 Research Associate (Qualifikationsstelle Wissenschaftlicher Mitarbeiterin)
Animal Ecology, University of Potsdam, Germany.
2018-2020 Post-doctoral researcher

Animal Ecology, University of Potsdam, Germany.

Honours and Scholarships

2018  “Honour mention” for excellent doctoral work awarded by the Committee evaluating
the doctoral dissertation.

2014 Scholarship to conduct doctoral research at the Department of Biology of the
University of Florence for the Curriculum “Ethology and Ecology”.

2009 Honours and recommendation for publication of the master thesis.
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Procured Research Funding

Overall national and international competitive funding procured: 205’025 €
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