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Research Statement 

I am intrigued by chemical mediators and their role in structuring microbial communities and host-microbe 
interactions. My focus is the investigation biosynthetic pathways of specialized compounds in cyanobacteria as well 
as their evolutionary diversification, biotechnological exploitation and spatial and temporal distribution in microbial 
communities. I am particularly interested in bloom-forming freshwater cyanobacteria and terrestrial symbiotic 
cyanobacteria. 
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2003-2009        Junior Professor of Molecular Ecology, HU Berlin 
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2000-2001 Humboldt Research Associate with Prof. B. Neilan, UNSW Sydney, Australia 

1997-2000 Postdoctoral Researcher, HU Berlin 
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2020-2022 Managing Director at Institute of Biochemistry and Biology, U Potsdam 

2016-2020 Editorial board member of “Cell Chemical Biology”  

2015-2017 Editorial board member of “Environmental Microbiology”  

2022- Member of the advisory board of the Cluster of Excellence “Controlling Microbes to Fight 

Infections” Tübingen 

2015- Member of advisory board of DECHEMA section: “Niedermolekulare Naturstoffe mit 

biologischer Aktivität” 

2012-2018 Member of the advisory board of the Leibniz Institute for Natural Product Resarch and 

Infection Biology, Jena 

2010-2021 Speaker of the VAAM section “Biology of bacteria producing natural products” 

 

Publication Profile 

125+ publications in international peer-reviewed journals, including Proceedings of the National Academy of Science 
USA, Nature Chemical Biology, Angewandte Chemie International Edition, Molecular Biology and Evolution, Current 
Biology … 

Web of Science: h-index 53, >9.000 citations, 25 papers with >100 citations.  

Google Scholar: h-index 59, >14.000 citations; 43 papers with >100 citations. 
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2009  Junior Scientist Award for Natural Product Research of DECHEMA 

2000  Feodor Lynen grant of the Alexander-von-Humboldt Foundation 
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