
 

 

 

Wir laden Sie herzlich zur nächsten Veranstaltung des Potsdam Research Seminar in Economics  
am 01.11.2016 ein.  
Das Seminar findet von 14.00 bis 16.00 Uhr (c.t.) in Raum 3.06.S 27 statt. 
 

Referent: 
Prof. Dr. Urs Fischbacher 

Universität Konstanz 
 

Thema des Vortrages: 
 

Who runs? Honesty and self-selection into politics 
  

 
 
Abstract: 
We examine the incentives to self-select into politics and how they depend on the transparency of the 
entry process. To this end, we set up a two-stage political competition model and test its key 
mechanisms in the lab. At the entry stage, potential candidates compete in a contest to become their 
party’s nominee. At the election stage, the nominated candidates campaign by making non-binding 
promises to voters. Confirming the model’s key predictions, we find in the experiment that dishonest 
people over-proportionally self-select into the political race; and that this adverse selection effect can 
be prevented if the entry stage is made transparent to voters. 
 
 
Wir freuen uns auf Ihre Teilnahme. 
 

 


