
 

 

 

Wir laden Sie herzlich zur nächsten Veranstaltung des Potsdam Research Seminar in Economics  
am 31.05.2016 ein.  
Das Seminar findet von 14.00 bis 16.00 Uhr (c.t.) in Raum 3.06.S 27 statt. 
 

Referent: 
 

Prof. Dr. Jan Marcus 
Universität Hamburg 

 
Thema des Vortrages: 

 
Increased instruction hours and the widening gap in student performance 

  
 
Abstract: 
Do increased instruction hours improve the performance of all students?  
Using PISA scores of students in ninth grade, we analyse the effect of a German education reform that 
increased weekly instruction hours by two hours (6.5%) over almost five years. In the additional time, 
students are taught new learning content. On average, the reform improves student performance. 
However, treatment effects are small and differ across the student performance distribution. While low-
performing students do not benefit, high-performing students benefit the most. The findings suggest 
that increases in instruction hours can widen the gap between low- and high-performing students. 
 
Wir freuen uns auf Ihre Teilnahme. 
 

 


